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Hello all, 

With spring just around the corner, I know you're preparing
for one of the busiest and most important times of the year.
As the days grow longer and things warm up, it's the perfect
moment to get everything in place for a strong start to the
season.

I want to encourage you to take time to test your soil. A
simple soil test can make a big difference, helping you
understand nutrient levels, pH balance, and what your crops
need to thrive. Healthy soil is the foundation of a productive
farm. 

If there’s anything I can do to support you, please don’t
hesitate to reach out. I’m here for you and happy to assist
however I can.



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
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Spring Calving Herd
Watch cows and calves closely. Work hard to save every calf. Calves can be
identified with an ear tag while they are young and easy to handle.
Commercial male calves should be castrated and implanted. Registered
calves should be weighed at birth. 
Cows that have calved need to be on an adequate nutritional level to
rebreed. Increase their feed after calving. Do not let them lose body
condition. Keep feeding them until pastures are adequate. 
 Do not “rush to grass” although it can be really tempting. Be sure that grass
has accumulated enough growth to support the cow’s nutritional needs
before depending solely upon it. Cows may walk the pastures looking for
green grass instead of eating dry feed. This lush, watery grass is not
adequate to support them. Keep them consuming dry feed until sufficient
grass is available to sustain body condition. We’ve spent too much money
keeping them in good condition to lose it now! 
Prevent grass tetany! Provide magnesium in the mineral mix until daytime
temperatures are consistently above 60o F. Mineral supplement should
always be available and contain a minimum of about 14% magnesium. Make
sure that your mineral mix also contains adequate selenium, copper, and
zinc. You can ask your feed dealer about the UK Beef IRM High Magnesium
Mineral. 
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Make final selection of heifer replacements. Strongly consider vaccinating
with a modified-live BVD vaccine. 
Purchase replacement bulls at least 30 days before the breeding season
starts. Have herd bulls evaluated for breeding soundness (10-20% of bulls are
questionable or unsatisfactory breeders). Get all bulls in proper condition
(BCS 6) for breeding. 
If you are going to use artificial insemination and/or estrous
synchronization, make plans now and order needed supplies, semen, and
schedule a technician. 
Prebreeding or "turnout" working is usually scheduled for late April or May
between the end of calving season and before the start of the breeding
season (while cows are open). Consult your veterinarian about vaccines and
health products your herd needs. Decide now on the products needed and
have handling facilities in good working order. Dehorn commercial calves
before going to pasture.

Fall Calving Herd
Pregnancy check cows now and cull open ones at weaning especially if the
open cows are older than 6 years of age. 
Re-implant feeders. 
Consult with your veterinarian about preweaning working of the herd. 
You may let calves creep-graze wheat or rye if it is available. Calves will
benefit from extra feed until spring grass appears. 
Plan marketing strategy for feeder calves.

General
We have made a muddy mess this winter, so be prepared to reseed bare
spots. Our forage group has some excellent information on restoring heavy-
traffic areas. 
Make plans to improve hay feeding areas to avoid muddy conditions like we
have faced this winter. Consider geotextile fabric with gravel or concrete
feeding pads. 
Prepare for the grazing season. Check fences and make necessary repairs.
Check your corral, too. 
Get everything ready to make high quality hay in May! Have equipment
serviced and spare parts on hand. Order baler twine now. Be prepared to
harvest an adequate supply of hay when you have the opportunity. Re-
supply the extra hay that you fed out of the barn. This past winter caused
most producers to exhaust their hay supply, so it is time to re-stock. 
Plan now for fly control ... decide what fly control program that you will use
but do not put insecticide eartags on cattle until fly population appears.
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SOIL TESTING: WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT DOES

W.O. THOM, K.L. WELLS, L.W. MURDOCK, AND F. SIKORA, DEPARTMENT OF AGRONOMY

Why Soil Test? 
Different soil types, different fields, and often areas within the same field vary
in the availability of plant nutrients. Also, a field may contain a low level of one
nutrient and a high level of another nutrient. Such variations are usually due to
differences in: 

previous fertilizer and lime applications 
cropping history 
nutrient contents of the parent materials, and
losses of surface soil through erosion

Soil testing is the best way to identify these differences and to adjust liming and
fertilization practices.

Soil test results should be included in a record system for each production field
on a farm, along with the amounts of lime and fertilizer applied each year, the
crops grown, and the yields obtained. In an effective sampling program, each
production field should be tested at least every three to four years. Some
intensive cropping systems should be sampled every two to three years. Annual
sampling is preferable for high cash crops, e.g., alfalfa and double-crop silage
production. Only through such a record system can fertility and/or production
levels be monitored over time. This is valuable information when making
decisions on fertilizer investments and production practices.

How Does It Work?
Soil samples, carefully collected according to instruction (see Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service publication AGR-16, Taking Soil Test Samples),
are delivered with the necessary information to the local county Extension
office. Samples are then sent to the laboratory for testing. After considering soil
test levels, past fertilization and liming, cropping history, and the crop to be
fertilized or limed, county Extension agents base their lime and fertilizer
recommendations on guidelines in Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service
publication AGR-1, Lime and Fertilizer Recommendations. 

For correct lime and fertilizer rates, the soil test must be calibrated with crop
yield responses to lime and fertilizer applications. Personnel from the
University of Kentucky Department of Agronomy annually conduct field
experiments throughout Kentucky to provide a basis for the guidelines
published in AGR-1. Recommendations in AGR-1 apply only to test levels
obtained in laboratories under supervision of the University of Kentucky
College of Agriculture and should not be used for soil test values from any
other laboratories where testing procedures may differ.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   
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What Tests Are Made? 
Routine Soil Test: All samples tested by the University of Kentucky labs are
routinely analyzed for pH (water), pH (buffer), and extractable phosphorus,
potassium, calcium, magnesium, zinc, and an estimated CEC. 
Greenhouse Saturation Test: This special test includes pH (water), pH
(buffer), nitrate-nitrogen, soluble salts, and extractable phosphorus,
potassium, calcium, and magnesium. 
Other Special Tests: See your county Extension agent for details.

Why Is Additional Information Needed?
Along with the soil sample, you need to submit the appropriate information
form (available at your county Extension office) for either: 

agricultural soils 
home gardens, lawn, and turfgrass 
commercial horticultural crops, or 
greenhouse crops

Your county Extension agent needs the information on the appropriate form to
make recommendations.

What about Nitrogen Tests? 
Neither the amount of organic matter nor the amount of nitrate has proven to
be a reliable indicator of available nitrogen for field crops grown under
Kentucky conditions. For this reason, present nitrogen recommendations for
field crops are based on past cropping history, soil management, soil properties,
and experimental data.

The University of Kentucky Soil Testing Lab does provide an optional organic
matter and a greenhouse saturation test (the latter includes nitrate-nitrogen).
These tests are most useful for greenhouse, landscaping, and specialty crops.
However, the nitrate-nitrogen results from this test may be used in unusual
situations to help determine if large amounts of nitrogen have been lost during
extended wet periods or flooding, or if nitrogen levels are adequate for crop
growth from heavily manured fields. More recently, some states have used soil
nitrate concentration when corn is 8 to 12 inches high to adjust N fertilizer rates
at sidedressing. Kentucky has limited research data to demonstrate consistent
results from this testing. The greatest opportunity for this test may be in fields
receiving manure or organic N nutrient sources.

THE MASON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE HAS SOIL PROBES PRODUCERS CAN
BORROW FOR SOIL TESTING, JUST STOP BY TO SIGN ONE OUT!
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Kentucky Ag Education Week is a state-wide
Agriculture Education Week March 17-21.  Ag

Education Week delivers an all-encompassing
learning experience for students,  equips educators

with ready-to-use resources and lessons, and
fosters community involvement to create dynamic,
hands-on learning focused on the diverse world of

Kentucky agriculture.

Mason County Extension Agents will  be doing
hands-on programs in numerous classrooms

throughout this week in March! 



UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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YOU CAN REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS WITH THE QR CODE ABOVE, THROUGH
THE LINKS ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, OR CALLING THE OFFICE!
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES



IMPORTANT DATES
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March 8 Apple Graphting/Pruning Workshop | 8:30AM | Fleming Co Extension Office

March 11 Farm and Family Night | MCTC

March 12 Tobacco GAP Training | 6:00PM | Mason County Extension Office

March 17 Private Applicator Training | 1-4 PM | Mason County Extension Office

March 24 BQCA Training | 10-11:30AM | Mason County Extension Office

March 25 New ANR Agent Welcome Reception | 3-5 | Mason County Extension Office

March 25 Farmers Market Program | 6:00PM | Fleming Co Extension Office or Zoom

April 8 Farmers Market Program | 6:00PM | Fleming Co Extension Office or Zoom

April 14 BQCA Training | 5-6:30PM | Mason County Extension Office

April 22 Cattle Grading | 6:00 | Flemingsburg Stockyards

April 23 Mason Co Cattlemen’s Meeting | 6:00 | Mason County Extension Office

April 24 BQCA Training | 10-11:30AM | Mason County Extension Office

April 25 Eden Shale Farm Tour | 10:30AM | Eden Shale Farm

April 29 Farmers Market Program | 6:00PM | Fleming Co Extension Office or Zoom

May 3 Small Animal Tag In | 9:00AM | Maysville Stockyards
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